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of two great generals, Hoche and Pichegru, and is further
illustrated by the visit on mission of Saint-Just to Strasbourg.
It will be remembered that Alexandre de Beauharnais was
arrested on August 3, 1793, for not having made greater
efforts to save Mayence,1 and that Houchard was about the
same time transferred to the army of the North 2 The latter
was succeeded in the command of the army of the Moselle by
General Schauembourg, an old officer of the former royal army,
who was dismissed as incompetent by the deputies on mission
in September, 1793, and succeeded after an interval by a
young general from the army of the North, named Lazare
Hoche. This glory of the republican army was born at
Montreuil on February 24, 1768, of extremely poor parents,3
and it was only by his ardent love of study that he learnt
to read and write at all. Being a tall, handsome youth, and
feeling a vocation for the army, he enlisted in the Gardes
Francises at the age of seventeen, and soon received the rank
of sergeant. Allusion has already been made to his privations
in these early days,4 but they did not last long, for on the
commencement of the troubles in Paris in 1789, the Gardes
Frangaises became a body of paramount importance, and the
popular young sergeant was a universal favourite. He took
a leading part in all the stirring events in which the Gardes
Frangaises were engaged during that year, and when the
regiment became the paid battalion of the National Guard of
Paris/ Hoche was appointed adjutant. When the war broke
out he at once applied to go to the front, and as he was in
every way qualified for a commission, he was appointed to a
lieutenancy in the Regiment of Rouergue in June, 1792. He
first saw service in the defence of Thionville, and so greatly
distinguished himself during the advance into Belgium that

1 Yol. ii. p. 256.                            * YoL li. p. 254.

3  On Heche, see V^e de Lazare Hoche, by Housselin de Saint-Albin,
2 vols (Paris   Year YI. (1799)); Le General Hoche, by Hippolyte Durand
(Pans. 1832) ; and Hoche, sa Vie, sa Correspondance, by A. Duchatellier
(Pans: 1874).

4  YoL i. p. 373.                           * YoL i. p. 158,